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W ELBY, in Leiceſterſhire, Eſq; 


OU will Pardon the 
Freedom of this Addreſs 
from One, who owes his 
Capacity of making You 
this Offer, to the Favour of Your 
Family; and hopes He is not lia- 
ble to the Imputation of a Crime, 
8 4A 3 when 


as well as a needleſs Information to 


T he Dedication. 
when He is convinc'd it would be a | 
Breach of his Duty to inſcribe this | 
Poem to a different Name. I might 

take a juſt Occaſion here to enlarge 
upon the allowd Merits of my 
PAT RO, if I was not extremely 
Tender of giving a Diſtaſte to Him, 


the Publick. If this Attempt has 
the Good Fortune to make a tole- 

rable Figure in your Eye, the | 
AUTHOR will have his Aim: 
Whoſe Particular Ambition it is to 
approve Himſeif upon all Occa- 


ſions, 


_—— 
__ Your moſt Devoted, 
Humble Servant, 


Joby Henley. 


1 =. 
[CONDUCT 
e | OF THIS | 
| POEM: 
) * WHICH 
Is divided into Four BO OKS. 
: , The Argument of the F iſt 
J 
TREE POEM opens with an Alareſs 


io the Holy Spirit, and a Sketch of the 
General Deſign. The Greatneſs of the 
| Perſian Empire is deſcrib'd ; and the Suc- 
|  Ceſſion of the Emperors trac d, from Cyrus 
dun to Xerxes, who enlarg d the Monar- 
 cby, with ſeveral New Acquiſitions. T he 
Character of Vaſhti bis Empreſs, and her 
Y 2 A 4 Extraction 


| the Treat was given, a 


The ——— 


= Pxtradlion : A Deſcr cook ry of the Palace 
in Shuſhan, the Capital of Media. Xerxes, 
1 aſter a Rum of Cong A be had cftay 
; bliſb'd a Peace throughout the Empire, 2 
claims a ſolenm Rejp oycing at Court, during | 
the Space of a W! bole Tear; and. gives a 
22 rr to the Nobles of Per- 
fa. mo * that Appearance is de- 
ſcrib ' oy and t acrifice to their God the 
a The Ma ——_— the Room where 
the Riches of the | 
Furniture are repreſented. Vaſhti pays ths 
ſame Reſpect to the Court Ladies; and 
Prince Arſaces to the Lower People of 2, ude | 
lity. The Common Sort are likewiſe Enter- 
tan d. The Pomiff of the Sun is treated 
with great Honour and Diſtinclion. The 
1 mperance of the Perfians. Admetha, 
after o # Muſick, plays to the Court. 
The Suh jeck of bis Song, and the Cloſe of the | 
Fit Day 7. Fe Feaſt. | 


of this POEM » 


The Ar gument of the Second 
n 


Tbe Feaſt continu d. Xerxes reſolves to 
oblige the Lords with a Sight of Vaſhti, 
contrary to the Law and Practice of the 

Perſian Court, which forbids the Em- 

preſs to ſbew Her Self im that manner. 
He ſends a Meſſage for Her ; which She 

. rejects with Indignation. The Surprize 
of the whole Aſſembly at ber Refuſal, and 
the Reſentment of the Emperor. How 
He expreſs d Himſelf upon that Occaſton. 
| The Speech of Memucan , Counſellor of 
State to Xerxes; exborting him to depoſe 

1 Vaſhti, and take another Empreſs. Vaſn- 

ti s diferacd accordingly. The Feaſt is 

„% broke off. Certain Perſons are 7 mg 
| To look out a Set of the Fineſt Women in 

Perſia, and convey them to the Palace; 
where ſeveral Apartments are aſſigned 
them, in Order to the Election of a New 
Queen. Eſther appears at Court * 
the 


The Co N Duc 

the reſt. Her Name, and Parentage- 
How She came to be ſettled in Perſia. 
T be wretched State of the Jews, during 
their Captroity in Syria. Tbeir Delivery 
by Cyrus : Who _— ſome of them 
to ſtay in Perſia, while Ezra leads off the 
* to Jeruſalem. T he Good es of 

ordecai, ts Eſther hs NMiece : A Cha- 


rater of ber Beauty, and other Perſe- 
 Grons, The Ceremonial, She, and the reſt 

of the Candidates go through at Court. 

Mordecai's Concern for Her, and Conceal- 
ment of ber Birth and Religion. T be Day 

of Choice. Eſther 16 ſoon diftinguſb'd by 
| the Emperor, and ſet upon the Throne. 
Sbe makes no Diſcovery of bi Alliance to | 
Mordecai, or the Relation She bore to the | 
Jews. T he Celebration of the Marriage. 


of ths POE M. 


The Argument of the Third 
„ 


The Conſtant Virtue of Eſther; and ber 
Gratitude to Mordecai, by Procuring 
Him a Poft at Court. The Circumſtan- 
ces of Mordecai , in Point of Fortune, 
before his Advancement. His Chara- 
Ger. His Favour at Court raiſes Him 
tbe Envy of Bigthan and Tereſh, two 
Old Servants in the Palace. They form 
a Deſign againſt the Life of Nerxes in 
Revenge. The Plot is detected by Mor- 
decai, and the Service He did the Em- 
pire in the Diſcovery, is recorded in 
the Memoirs of the Palace. The ap- 


proaching Danger Tj Him and the Jews, 

by the Riſe of Haman. The Qualifi- 

1 cations of that Miniſter deſcribd : 4 
* "the 


* 


The Conpucr 
the Character of a Falſe Patriot. Ner- 


xes decrees Him Divine Honours : Which | 


Mordecai refuſes to pay Him. Hamann 
is incens'd, and contrives the Rum of | 

Mordecai, and of the Jews. He miſ- | 
repreſents that People to the Emperor, 
and gains the Royal Warrant, for the | . 


f — of all the Jews in Per- 


ol 


Wow 
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ö The Argument of the Fourth 


B O O K. 


The Diſtreſs of the Jews, and the Concern 


of Mordecai for the Common Intereſt. He 


| goes to Court, and informs Eſther by an 


following ; defirms that Haman on 


Eunuch of the Deſign ; who promiſes to 
intercede with the Emperor for ber Coun- 
irymen : But thinks it oper, that a Faft 
ſhould be fir ſt proclaim d, to avert the Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure. She approaches the King 


the next Morning ; who recerves Her 


| with Particular Marks of Favour : And 


invites Him to an Entertainment the Pay 
y 


ſhould attend Him thither. Haman 
plumes himſelf upon this New Honour ; 


and returns Home . to communicate the 


Good News. to his Cabal : But ſees Mor- 


decai again, in the Entrance of the Pa- 
lace, deny Him that Reſped He de- 
manded, and acquaints bis Friends with 

HS Wo 


vu} The Conpucr 


it. Zareſſa, bs Wife, propoſes a Gib- 
bet to be raisd , oppoſite to the Ban- 
queting- Houſe in the Royal Garden, and 
ordecai to be executed upon it the || 
next Day. The Night before, Xerxes 
| Was refileſs and call'd for the Memoirs | 
q of the Palace. He finds there an In- | 
flance of Mordecai's Fidelity, inthe Caſe | 
1 4 Bigthan and Tereſh ; and asks what 
q Return was made Him for it. Then 
ſends a Waiter, to enquire who was in 
the Court. Haman appears there ; and | 
„ comes to the Emperor, with a Reſolution | 
to beg his Warrant for the Death of Mor- 
decai. He is diſappointed, by a Que ſtion 
the Emperor puts to bim, * a Poſitrve | 
Command to do Publick Honours to Mor- 
decai that Day, with bis own Hands. | 
Haman ig mortified ; and his Friends take | 
this Alarm, as a Preſage of his Fall. 
He is ſent for to the Queen's Treat: That | 
and the Bower are deſcnib'd. - Eſther, at | 
the Inflance of the Emperor, tells Him 
the Cauſe of her Deſiring that Interview, 
The Emperor is enrag d, ard orders Ha- 
man 


1 


IX 


of this POEM. 


man to be hang d on the Gibbet which 


He erected for Mordecai. The Fatal 
Commiſſion is revok'd ; and full Power gi- 
ven to the Jews, 3 uſe = —_— as 
t aſe. A Day of T bankſgiving 1 
3 
Event, to be Celebrated yearly jor ever. 


Kerxes receives a Tribute from the whole = 
Empire: Aud Mordecai enjoys the Second 


Place in the Government. 
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SCI! Was tempted to deſign the Following PoE M, 
un 1 & tbe Agreeableneſs and Importance 


of the Story : The whole Compaſs of 
2 ; ff AM does not affurd a more 
| Beautiful Subject for a Poetical Improvement , than 
| the Facts related in this Part of it. oy 


The Grandeur of the Perſian Court, rais d at this 
Juncture to its utmoſt Height; the Splendor of Xer- 
es g Triumphal Feaſt; the Characters of Vaſhti, 
Ether, Mordecai, and Haman, with the ſeveral Ad- 
ventures of each, are as Good a Field for an Enlarge- 
ment of this Nature, as any that can be met with 
in the whole Bible. 1 BY” 


I am very ſenſible the Piece is not without Imperfe- 
ions; but muſt deſire the Indulgent Reader, if be 
feels any Inclination to Criticize, to do me we” 4 
— (a1 ce, 


— 
* 


Sentiment, and Propriety of the 


SS FRELFACK 


 flice, not to multiply the Defects of it, by Examining 
it upon any other Rules, than ſuch as are immediately 


Proper to a Profeſt Earapbraſs : I mean, its Corre- | 
ſpondence with the Original, the E. of the 


preſſan. = 
J bope I have not - offended , in Mingling ſome 


| Circumſiances with the Deſcriptive Part, which are 


not expreſsly in Scripture, They are but few, grow 
naturally out of the Subject, are 11 e by a Pa- 
rullel Practice of the Beſt Poets, and not at all im- 
probable. I thought my ſelf oblig'd to make uſe of || 
them, becauſe they appear'd neceſſary to prevent any 
Abruptneſs or Gap in the Narration, to make the 
Tranſitions Full, Eaſy, and Regular, and contribute 
to the Embelliſument of the Poem. 


The Occaſion, Length, and Solemnity of the Feaſt 


of Xerxes, demanded a longer Stay upon it, than | 


thought at firſt to have given it. Not to mention, 
that the Holy Scripture it ſelf is ſomething more Par- 


ticular in Repreſenting the Pomp of it, than it uſes 


to be upon the like Occaſions ;, and ſeems to dwell up- 
on it, in order to give us a brighter Impreſſion of the 


Greatneſs of Perſia at that Time, the the Reaſon of | 


that Particularity does not appear. No Perſon there- 
fore, allowing for the Freedoms of Poetry, can charge 
me with any Fault upon this Head. e 


4 Authors have been extremely divided, about Set- 
cli 
in 


the Chronology of ESTHER: Some place it 
i the Reign of Darius Hyſtaſpis, tbe Fourth * | 
| | Empe- 


7 


PREFACE i 
Emperor + Some declare for Xerxes, and others for 
Artaxerxes, the Two following Monarchs. I bave 
talen the Liberty to go into the Opinion of thoſe, | 
who refer the Date f this Hiflory to the Time of 
Xerxes, whom I make the ſame with Ahaſuerus. 


This is countenanced by the Sacred Text, Fara iv. 


5, 6, 7. where the Succeſſion of the Perſian — 
rors ** deduc d in this Series, Darius, Ahaſue- 


rus, Artaxerxes. And tis agreed, that Xerxes ſuc- 
ceeded Darius. To confirm it, I might produce the 


Authority of Scaliger, and Helvicus in his Tables, 


Strauchius, Junius and Tremellius, in their Annota- * 
tions ; Calviſius, and other Chronologers , both of” © 


our own Country, and Foreigners. Nay, Druſius 
— 4 allows it at the Long Run ; tho be object 
re ESTHER *'s being the Ameſtris of Herodotus, | 


2g Scaliger maintain d. 


However, tho I wanted all this Evidence, a Poet 
is not confin'd to the Meaſures of an Hiſtorical Wri- 


ter, in any Dark Points of Time; but may chuſe at 
Diſcretion in Controverted Caſes, where the Hiſtorian 


is only oblig d to give a General Report of the Ac- 
counts be meets with, without Deciding in Favour of 
any Particular. e 


I eant give the Inquiſit ive Reader better Satisfas 


tion about the Name of Ahaſuerus, or Aſſuerus, 


than Dr. Hyde has done, in his Hiſtory of the Reli- 


Zion of the Ancient Perſians, a very Valuable Colle- 
_ Hin of Oriental Learning. 
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He informs 11s, p. 43. c. 2. That the Perſic 
Name among the Old Jews 5 WAS RE ru O0 


Zvap, or Achſuar; and among the Later, 
won *Optuzp : Brit the Greek, in thoſe Days, 


being a Language of great Vogue in the Faſt, 

igbt be prov'd from 4 Variety of Inflances, 
Verkc Proper Names were often modell'd ac- 
cording to that Idiom. As in Iſaiah, what is 


-——_ ww Coreſh, ought to be read u 


Jess; and in Daniel, what is read wv 


Darjaveſh , ougyr to be reſtor d WY11 Azgacc 
So, conformably ts this Pratiice, the Word 
wr *OZzvze, clo d with a Greek Terminati- 
on, te, Or ds, was read in the ſame manner 


in Scripture, as in the Profane Writers; urnorte 
Orp, or *Ofvzey;, or Acſuaros, and *Aovei- 


ec. But the Pointers not apprebending it, mould- 
ed the Name into Ahaſh-veroſh, or Achaſhveroſh, 


which might bave been pointed with much more 
Propriety, Achſuares, or Achſueros, and drop- 
ping the Greek Termination, *OZuap, or 'Otvie. 
But now this Oxyares it ſelf was a Corrup- 


tion; for the Regular Name among the mot 
approved Writers, was, *Ofvagrn , and it was 
a Name . common to ſeveral Kings in Media , Per- 


ſia, and Bactria, and all thoſe Countries, where 
the Perſic d the Reigning Language. And in- 


deed , "tis very ſurpriging to confider how many 


Variations this Name bas ſuffer d. The Arabs 


ever write it in their Books by Ze, and read 


7 
L 


es n 2 


ccc 


Rd SO 7 Azdeſhir; whence the Jews ſome- | 


PREFACE »y 


c times in their's write it mw Aſdeſhir, in- 


ſtead of the true Perſic 20 


A Ardeſhir, or 


« Ardaſhir. From this Reading, Agathias, and 


© 


cc 


cc 
(cc 
2 
pa 


nation fall , remain *ApmaZp, or Ardaſhir. A- | 


* ſome of” the Greeks A have groen this Name a- © 


_ 


not her Turn; viz. *Aosmovea;, 'Apratapne, and 
Acne 5. which A letting the. Greek Termi- 


not her Change it has met with in the Book of | 
Nehemiah , 7s, Torr "Armz-Zagms, or Ar- 
tah-ſhaſt ; where, as before in *Apmatip, the 
Letter E, as well in Shape, as in Situation 
and Sound, anſwers the Hebrew © inverted, 
and the Arabick & Shin ; and originally appears 
to have been pronounc d the ſame may, as we 
may fairly collect from the Analogy between 
them. But becauſe the Greeks labour'd under 


the ſame Difficulty with the Ephraimites, in 


Humouring the Sh , they did it as far as they | 
were able, and gave it another Air. Or poſſibly, 
the Cadmean Dialect was the ſame with that 
o Ephraim. For the Primitive Sounds of the 
Greek Letters, are to be trac'd to the Phœni- 
cian ones of Cadmus , from whom they were 
deriv'd. And therefore the O, or (© Ghen, | 
( which, as well in the Rank of the Alpha- 
bet, as in Numerical Power , correſponds to 
the Hebrew u, and the Arabick hk, and. 
the Samaritan W.,) is not 10 be ſounded by 


[23] « the. 


e E. 


u the Th jointly, but like thoſe Oriental Letters 
n @ ſeparate way, Theta. 


Ti not to be admir d, that foreign Names, per- 
fic, Chaldee, and the like, ſbould receive a Turn ſo 
S diſtant from the Original, in the Hebrew Copies : 
Fus conſider, that they took all of them from Com- 
mon Report and Hearſy „and ſo tranſcrib'd them, 
not according to the Ortbagraphy, but the Faſtion 
F Pronouncing them, that prevaild among their 
Informers. 


But nom it might happen, That tho the Perſons, 
| from whoſe Mouths they bad them, ſpoke the Ori- 
 . ginal Language and the Right Diale& , they might 
mot utter * Words preciſely true, and fo miſlead the 


Hiſtorian. And if they us'd another Dialect of the 
i ſame Language, their Informations _ fall be 
tl more remote from the Original Verity: But if they 
| ſpoke a Language entirely different , their Speech, 
aud conſequently, the Words Copied from it by 4 
Writer of another Nation, muſt be ſo in Propor- 
tion. Beſides all this, there mght be ſome Sounds 
in the Exotic Tongue, which another was not Ca- 
| fable of Expreſſing ; As we ſee in Fat it is, in 
"ſeveral ſuch Caſes. And ſo the Jews , or Greeks, 
Por Inſtance, 7 be oblig d to plant ſome Con- 
| |  ſonants., of a Sound the neareſt Akin to the O- 
| | FTiginal ones they can't utter, in their Place, 
And then another Inconvenience ariſes, from the 
"79 7". - 


FE THEACE vij 
Danger of altering or miſplacing the Vowels, af 
ter S — are ele in the brew 
For varying the Points, will give the ſame Word a 
Caſt perfettly different. As appears in the Word 
wars, which wunpointed, may be prononnc'd 
*Otuees:, like the Original Perlic, with the Greek 
Termination ;, but with the Punctuation at preſent 
eftabliſh'd, is 6wurR Acaſh-veroſh, 


* 'Tis @ General Miſtake, ſays Dr. Hyde, to ren- 
« der wy) Cuſh, Xthiopia : Whereas it never ſig- 
&« nifies Ethiopia in any Part of the Sacred Text, 
« but always, either a Traf of Babylonia, or Arz- 
« bia. The Patriarch Cuſh, who was the Father of 
Nimrod, 'cald Ninus by the Prophane Hiſtorians, 
| © was ſeated in a Part of Babylonia, from whence 
| © bis Deſcendants, growing too mimerotis in proceſs of 
& Time for Chaldza, which they were poſſeſs of, were 
* oblig'd to remove into the Neighbouring Parts of 
6c ia: And hence it is, that the Country which 


« was afterwards calld Arabia, from Yaarab the 


Son of Joktan, who likewiſe reigned there, was 


4 « term'd before, the Land of Culh, and after, the 


« Land of Havilah. Thence the Wife of Moſes, 
| * who was an Arabeſs of Midian, was cal d ry 
„ Cuſhith, or a Woman of Cuſh; and Tirhaca was 
« King of Arabia Felix, not of Xthiopia : For the 
* Culhean Colony, tranſplanted from Chaldza into 
<< the adjoyning Parts of Arabia, gave this Appella- 
tion to the Country, though Yaarab, the aforeſaid 
6c Patriarch of the Arabs, wy in another Part off 
2 24] T 
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* it at the ſame Time : For the Whole Region did 


© 
Cc 
_- 


not belong to one Proprietor. IWWhence 2 Chron. 
21. 16. are mention d the Arabians living near the 
People of Cuſh, (tranſlated improperly, Ethiopians) 


namely, the Arabs, that were ſeiz'd of the Inland 
© Parts, and Neighbours to the Cuſhean Plantation; 
© Tobich lay along the Frontier, contiguous to Chal- 


% dxa, their Antient Seat. In reality, the Father 


© of the Xthiopians was wa Phut, whence Ezek. 


% 27. EY» Phutim, Arbe. But becauſe the 
* People of Cuſh, and the Fthiops, were both of a 
* dark Complexion, the Greek Expoſitors put this 


** Conſlruftion upon Cuſh, and made it ſignify *AiSiv | 


« and A drei; juſt as the Æthiopic Garamantes 


are improperly call d Indians by ſame, becauſe both 


* Nations were of the ſame Hue. Therefore our 
* Engliſh Verſion wants correcting in this Particular, 
and inſiead of | from India even to Ethiopia, Eſth. 


1. ] ſbould be read, | even to Arabia. ] And for Ebed- 


“ melech the Xthiopian, Ebedmelech the Arabian, 
* or the Cuſhite. 5 . 


* Shuſhan was 4 City, in the Country of Elam, or 
« Elymais, 2 Weſtern Part of Media, call d by the 


* Perſians Cu gw Sus i. e. Glycyrrhiza. But 
the Jews in Compliment to Ahaſuerus, per Euphemiſ-—- 
© mum, by an 7 

my Author) call 


reeable way of Expreſſion, ( ſays _ 


d it Süſan, i. e. Lilium. 


PO 


— — — 


en ix 
d | There are a few Paſſages in the following Para- 
n. | pbraſe, which f fo — 4 Poſition, the Incom- 
be || parable Author above- mention d, bas 41 with ſo 
) nuch Learning; that the Antient Perſians never paid 
id the SUN any Divine Worſpip, Ac Ipeic, but only In- 
; | ferior Honour, ſuch as is call d Au by the Nicer 
al- || Part of the Romiſh Church. That therefore tit un- 
er | natural for me to deſcribe them Paying ſuch Honours 

ta 


k. || io the SUN, as could be ſui only to the 
be |} Deity. 
Fa 


bis | IT might remove this Objection at once, by denying 
x | the Conſequence, and affirming, that though there 
tes || ever was à Sett of Men in Perſia, that preſerv'd the 
th | Knowledge and Worſhip of the One, Only, True God, 
me || yet Nerxes might relapſe to the Sabaiſm of bis Fore- 
ar, || fathers ;, which was a Syſtem of Rites, and Religious 
th. pc reno © pen y - the Sabii, who Worſbip'd 
ed- | the SUN, Moo, and STARS, with Divine Ho- 
an, nours : For though bis Father Darius Hyſtaſpis be- 
came 4 Convert to Zoroaſter, the Great Reformer, 
and Prophet of the Magi; yet we don't read that 
or || Xerxes follow'd bis Example; and Dr. ee bimſelf 
the | allows it probable, that ſome of the Perſian rors did 
But reject 4. * a 3 3 _ 8 
4 Fe, t erxes mi ovide himſelf with Magi, 
* 2 a Pontiff of bis — 3  prfirm the Sa- 
I cred Rites to his Go p, the SUN. Beſides, I mipbt 
anſwer . That this Worſhip I repreſent how 
giving the SUN, was only a Sort of J, perform'd 
indeed before the SUN, or bis IMAG E, but _ 
as py 


x . 
ed ultimately to the Supreme Inviſible Being. And 
this is the Doctor: avow'd Principle, that all the 
Homage they render d him terminated in the True God, 
and was not deſign'd to the SUN at all. But I am 
 @ft to think, it may be made appear, that they paid 
Divine Adoration to the 8 u N bimſelf, and thought 
bim 4 kind of Subordinate Deity ; or at leaſt, * 
bited amd governed by one. This ſeems probable from 
the Book SAD-DER it ſelf; which is an Abridg- 
ment of Zoroaſter's Inſtitution, and contains a Sett 
of Rules be laid down for the Conduct of bis Proſelytes, 
I ſpall tranfcribe. ſome Places from that Latin Verſion 
the Doctor bas given ws of it, be having not inſerted 
the Perlic Text. It is divided into a Handred Chap- 
tert, or Portæ; a Metaphor the Author Delights in, 
fivling bis Book from thence, SAD-DER, or Cen- 
tiportale. In the 6th Porta, among the Good Works 
be enjoins, the 4th and 5th are, Solem celebrare ter 
vis Die Lunz Celebrationem facere ter quovis 
And in Porta 11th, Pollutum & ſpurcum 
in Igne ne comburas, & tunc ſeptem Climatum 
Terrz (ſeu, totius Orbis) Ignis h. e. Sol, erit ami- 
cabilis, & certiſſinè contentus, & quando petendam 
habes aliquam petitionem aut deſiderium, tum neceſ- 
ſitas tua cenſebitur licita abſque ulla negatione. 
Quando autem Ignem in Sacro Foco non bene ſer- 
vas, tunc Ignis 7 Climatum Terræ non erit tibi ami- 
cabilis, nec ullum defiderium & petitionem petes 
niſi quæ cadet, & non conſiſtet. And again in Por. 
43. Si Ignis Martis, h. e. Focus Sacer, ſive Pyreum, 
bens cuſtodiatur, 7 Terræ Climatum Ignis erit de 
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d placatus, & complacens erit. Quando inquam 
be ficatus eſt Ignis Martis, Deus etiam de te placatus 
And again in Porta 45. Omni Fœminæ pro 
cato contra Solem ſe expiare mandatum eſt— And 
Por. 89-— Munificus ſis, gratum enim erit Mihre, 
Soli & Stellis & Lunæ, quòd ſuper Liberalem 
enduerint. And lafily in the 96th Porta. Salu- 
ionem ad Solem neceſſariam eſſe ſcito. Quicung; 
Religionis particeps, ter quovis Die ei ſalutationem 
iat, ſi non, erit tibi Peccatum. Peccatum quoque 
zebitur quavis vice, qua falutationem non 
eris. 
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Indeed the Doctor palliates the Plain Idolatry of 
e Perſians in this Point, (as it certainly was, hows- 
er they might diſclaim the Imputation, and the Guilt 
it,) by telling us, © That Zoroaſter 7 bis - 
Rites from the Jews, among whom he liv'd a long 
Time, and was Servant probably to Ezra; and 
at the Reverence he commanded his Partiſans te pay 
the Fire, was deriv'd from the Altar of Incenſe of 
e Jews, and was no more than That. The Doctor 
ew at the ſame Time, that the Veneration they 
d the Fire, was much greater than the Jews 
nder d any Sacred Fire upon their Altars. Nay, ic 
as of another Nature, as appears from the Quotations 
bove ;, and beſides, it was given the SUN too in 4 
rticular Manner, which is a manifeſt Relict of 
abaiſm, and could not be taken from the Jews: So 
at the Reaſon why they rever'd the FIRE, ſezms 
be rather upon the Score of its Aſſinity " the 
Ree 


Zoroaſter, as Part of the Jewiſh Ritual. 


y different from the Greek one of Mr. Barnes, 


of Weakneſſes, very often Trivial, and Improper , 


out as Needleſs ; they offer themſelves to any Ob 


Plea, the Youth of the Author; which is a Cira 
- flance, I hope, the Candid will conſider in Fav” 
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SUN, than becauſe that Ceremony was impos' 
Wy 
55 
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* 
- 


have farm d this Parapbraſe in a Manner pen 


Was ſo ill à Model, that I could nat reconcile my 
to any Thoughts of Copying him. His Fancy is 
Wild for a Pars aſt; and bis Language, hows 
Poetical, is too Luxuriant. Hit Management is 


not ſeldom void of Senſe. 


To point out the Guilty Places, would be as In 
ver at Firſt View; and can only be alleviated by ( 


Their Humble Servant 
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* Hile an leads her Gayer Sons aſtray, 
In Fabl'd Scenes , and 2 Romantick 
ef IL Way; 


Lower Themes confine the Noble Fire, 
baſe the Song, and proſtitute the Lyre; 
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Where ev'ry Wond'rous Image ſpeaks aloud 


0 may that Holy Gleam of Heav'n-born Light, 
Which heighten d David's Lay, and Eſay's Fligh 
Enlarge my Thought, and teach it to deſign 


And the Same Genius, which recorded, tell | 
What Smiling Hours on Humble Goodneſs wait; 


Thou. Sor reign” Muſe, who ann the 05 1 


Where Thou, and Harmony, and the Joy, | © 
To whoſe Bleſt Ear each Poet Angel plays, 

And Conſecrates thy Muſick to thy Praiſe; 
Bear me, O bear me to thoſe Sacred Plains, 1 
Where Awful Truth in Genuine Beauty reigns; / 


The Maſter-Hand, and Portraiture of God ; 
Where David's Harp and Sceptre doubly ſway, 
And Eagle Eſay ſoars his Trackleſs Way, 


A Sabject worthy Thee, by Copying Thine; 
In all my Soul an equal Rapture dwell, 


How Vice is but precariouſly Great : 
That Beauteous Merit can a King ſubdue, - 
But Want of Worth is Want of Beauty too: 


OK Book I. E 8 7 H E R. | 2 
= In vain the Fair Hadaſſab's Conqueſts tries, 
I Unleſs Hadaſſab's Vertues Arm her Eyes. 


| P E RSI A in Bloom of opening Pow'r poſſeſt 
The Firſt Imperial Honours of the Eaſt ; 
s A Hundred Vaſſal Thrones to Her's retain'd, 


And bending Monarchs own'd their Queen's Com- 
(mand, . 


From Niger's Oary Bed, to Ganges Golden Strand. 

Niger for Her enrich'd his Yellow Streams, 

And Ganges beautify'd his Urn with Gems. 

80 No Greek Competitor as yet was known 

To ſhade her Glories by a Rival Throne, 

To make a gen'ral Sceptre of his Sword, 

And wiſh that Hammon's Son was Hammon's Lord. . 

Rome was an Infant yet, nor proudly ſtrove = 

To ſhare the Empire of the World with Jos: 

A Birth of diſtant Heroes, Chiefs to come, 
Lay forming in Prolifick Reed's Womb. 
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And to Cambyſes Trophies adds his own. 


RE Pak 
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Fame then was One, nor own'd a Second Seat, 
And Perſia only bore the Name of Great. 
'Twas then the Mighty Terres fill'd the Throne, 


Lord of the Globe, and Second to the Sun : 


Cyrus was Founder of the Perſian Pow'r 

But now the Line of Cyrus was no more ; 
The Line of Cyrus in Cambyſes dies, 

And leaves contending Peers the Royal Prize. 
Darius now Commands what Cyrus won, 
Raiſcs his Warrior Lawrels to a Throne, 


Ferxes a bolder Chace of Fame began, 


| His Father's Courſe, the Warlike Son out-ran : : 
Ag pt and Scythia felt his Iron Rod, 


And to the Univerſal Maſter bow'd : 
Nile pour d him Homage, and th' Impaſſive Sea, 


That could not know his Laſh, confeſs d his Sway. 


Darius roſe Superior to the Reſt, 


A Monarch by his Courtiers Voice confeſt. 
The 
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The Lov ely Vaſoti, once a Hrian Maid, 
Was Part' ner of his Throne, and of his Bed 4 
The Publick Envy, and the Publick Fire 


Of all the Daughters, and the Youths of Thre: 


Deſcended there of Antient Kingly Race, 
In Fortune firſt, and ev'ry Charming Grace, 
Had not a Rebel Pride defortn'd the Dame, 


And left a Blemiſh on her Virgin Fame. 


Deep in her Heart the Pois'nous Rancour ſpread, 
And on each Infant Seed of Vertue fed. 

In wild Ambition all her Paſſions meet, 

And ev'ry Thing is Good, if it be Great. 

With double Force a Woman ever moves, 
She Hates with Fury, and with Rapture ** 
They're all Exceſſive, where they once engage, 
Their Favour's Dotage; and theit Anger Rage. : 
The Make's ſo Tender, and the Spring's ſo Fine, 


80 delicately Turn'd the whole Machine; 
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If Juſt they prove, they will Harmonious 805 


But all is Diſcord at each idle Jarr, 
A Breath's a Hurricane, a Frown a War. 
Vaſoti was all her Sex, and ſomething more, 


Her Paſſions rul'd with a Tyrannick Power: 


A Luſt of Glory urg d her to deſpiſe 
Ev'ry inferior Martyr to her Eyes: 
With Royal Incenſe ſhe was oft ador'd, 


But Terxes pleas d, for he was greateſt Lord: 


She thought the Empire of the World alone, 
Due to her Beauty, and by Right her own. 


He ſometimes read it in her Port and Mien; 
Tho Kings ſubmitted, ſhe reſolv'd to Reign. 


SHUSHAN dhe Rich his Faireſt Manſion ſhow'd, 


Which ſeem d another Palace of his God. 
High on a Thouſand Columns it uprears 


Its gilded Domes, like Knots of Neighbour Stars. 
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Wrought to the Fn no Mean the Movements 1 


non 


A 
II 
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Ihe coſtly Pile ſurpriz d the raviſh'd Eye, 
AY With all the Indies in Epitowy ; j 
And yet the Whole was fo corre Form'd, 
The Mind was  Faſted, while the Senſe was 
| (charn'd, 


Fach Portal, all with Silver Folds ahd. 
A ſhining Luſtre on the Walls diſplay'd. 

A ſpacious Hall with Rev'rend Sculpture $i11'd, 
Itlis Grandfire Kings in Antient Cedar held : 
There Shields and Sabres in fierce Pomp appear, 
ae Monumental Equipage' of War. 


Within, a lofty Throne was proudly rais'd, 

here Opbir's and Cambaia's Treaſures blaz d. 

4 all the Eaſt to it their Jewels ow 'd, Me, 

© For this the Ruby bluſh'd, the Faſper glowd;, | 
| [was Mithras lent them ev'ry varying Dye, 1 

ad gave them Light to grace his Votary. 


The = 3 
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Thrice had the Sun renew'd the gladſome Earth 
Thrice drawn the Sable Curtain of the North; 
Since Jerxes took his Father's vacant Seat, 
And now a grateful Calm compos'd the State ; 
The long Farigues of Conqu'ring bid prepare 
For theſe new Sweets, which Crown the Toils 0 
(Way 
Engagements of dite Kind ſucceed, 
Where only ſtreaming Wines, and Victims bleed. 


FE K TES, tly Exulting k. Realm with Tranſpo port 
(es J 
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The higheſt Joy of Earthly Deities, 

And generouſly pleas'd, Neſcends to pleaſe. 
Eaſes his Grandeur with Familiar Grace, 
Forgets his Purple, and unv 'ells his Face; 
To Head their Pleaſures, lays the Monarch down, 
And while he adds to theirs, E his OWN. 


Hexal 


Var 
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| Heralds the Scene of Pleaſure ſoon Proclaim, 


Worthy the Greatneſs of the Perſian Name; 
Worthy the God, from whom their Greatneſs ſprung, 


— as his Carr, and as his —ͤ̃ Pp 


The opening Days a double Luſtre Wear, 


| Their Sov'reigns Birth-Day leads the joyous Year, 


The Whiteſt in the Perſic Calendar. 


The Feſtal Summons to Fair Shujhan brings, 
A dazling Frequence of a Hundred Kings : 


Clos d by Ten Thouſand Lords, the Great Reſort, 
Mov'd onward to their Common Maſter's Court ; $ 
Where all the Delicates Both Worlds afford, 


Fill'd with Luxurious Pride the Royal Board; 


But e er they could their Scheme of Joy purſue, 


Some previous Honours to the 8 UN were due ; 


Stretching in long Array the Princely Train, 
Solemn and flow, procecded to the Fane. 


= R 


The beſt the Purple Mead of Shuſban gives: 


Where Tiſſu d Couches all around were ſet, 
Labour d with Art; o'erIv'ry Tables thrown, 
Embroider'd Carpets fell in Folds adown. 
The Bow'rs and Gardens of the Court were near, 
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A ſtately Hecatomb of Snowy Beeves, 


Clean as the Light, and for its Author fed, 
Stalk'd in grave March, by mitred Magi led: 
Rolling in Shoals, the loud promiſcuqus Throng 
With ſhrill Acclaims, their Loyal Wiſhes rung, 


The Rites Divine abſolv'd, the Throng proceed, 
And to the Court in graceful Order lead: 


The Higher Gueſts approach a Room of State, 


And open Lights indulg'd the breathing Air, 
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Pillars of Marble haves Shen ky, 
While Cords of Purple and fine Linnen tye 8 
In Silver Rings, the Azure Canopy. 


Diſtin& with Diamond Stars the Blue was ſeen, 
And Earth, and Seas, were feign d in Em rald Green; 
A Globe of Gold, ray d with a pointed Crown, 
ktm d in che midſt almoſt a real Sun. 


Zeneath their Feet, a Brede of Arras ran, 
All ftiff with figur'd Gold in Brian Grain, 1 
The Work of Queens : The Alabaſter Floor, „ 
A gleamy Lay of Porphyry varied o'er. 
Huge Beakers of the nobleſt Metals wrought, 

Told you how all the Father Heroes fought : 
Here in the precious Annals you ſurvey, 


The glorious Horrors of that happy Day, 

| When fierce Darius chac'd his Parthian Prey. 

Here the Rich Memoir in Emboſſinent ſhows, 

A bloody Cyrus puſh his daſtard Foes : 

B 4 A 
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A Golden Terxes here the Champian (cours, 

And on the Headlong Getes his Vengeance pours. 
The conſcidus Gueſts in graven Records read, 
Some how they — d, others how they Fled, 


'They on exch Bed reclin'd, in order py 


Far in the Centre, Terres placd on high, 5 


Within a rais d Alcove, Majeſtick lie. 

The Pontiff of the Su x his Right-Hand grac d, 
80 near his Prince by juſt Rehgion plac'd; by 
The Pious Monarch paid him but his Due, 

The Prieſt, like him, was God's Vicegerent too ; 3 
And well the Pious Monarch knew that they 70 
Are God's Vicegerents i in the Nobleſt Way. 

The Dames are in a ſep rate Region plac d, 

vaſbri preſiding or the Female Feaſt : HET] 
The inferior Lords in diff rent Chambers meet. 


| Where Young Arſaces regulates the Treat: 


The People | in an Outer-Court receives 
The Doles their r Monarch gives, 3 85 


Ten 
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Ten Thouſand Slaves, in Form, attending nigh, 
Succin& and ſwift to ev'ry Quarter fly. 


The Banquet o'er, the Genial Cups begin, 
And Wreaths of Flow'rs refreſh the glowing Wine: = 


x erxes into the Royal Chalice pours, 


Which Cyrus, and the Median Emperors, 
From Cyrus all along, carous'd of old, 


| Weighty with Inlaid Gems, and Maſſy Ga; 


| Then gives the foaming Veſſel to the Prieſt, 
Who ey'd the Sun, and thus his Vows expreſt. 


« Lord of the Skies, to whoſe bleſt Pow r we owe 
« Thoſe Kindly Joys the Purple Grapes beſtow; ; 
« With an unclouded Brow thy Perſi ia view, 


Glad ev'ry Heart, and ev Ty Joy renew | 
« And make this Year we give to Mirth and Thee, 


# *A Prelude to an Endleſs Jubilee. 


He 
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He ſaid; and gently touch d the Swelling Brim, 
Then bow'd it to the Monarch. Strait from Him 
The Circulating Bowl ſerenely paſt ; 

For ev'ry Gueſt wis Free. to Quaff, or Taſte, 
That Amicable Maxim was unknown, 

To puſh a Kind Debauch with Vigor on. 

Rude of thoſe Arts, or Friendſhip to refine, 
Converſe to them had Truer Charms tlian Wine. 


Hesry the Scenes, and Irkfome grow the Hours 


Where no Kind Sounds apply their Soothing Pow rs; 


Aunet ha, Maſter of th' Harmonious Quire, 
Touching with Tuneful Skill his Iv'ry Lyre ; 


(As whilom Feign'd Apollo has been ſaid, 
Like * Apollo look'd, like ke Young * pay d. 


Comely his Hair, with Laurel crown d his Head, [| 


* Pupit “ 


Book I. BETHES. UW 
* Pupil to Locrus, a Memphitic Sage; 

For Memphis was the Cambridge of That Age 3 
Memphis all Nature ſaw with Better Eyes, | 
Parent of Arts, and Miſtreſs of the Wiſe. 


He ſung the Fires, that in the Welkin reign, 
The Monarch Sun, and all his Radiant Train : 
Then the Faint Strings i in Dimmer Meaſures tune 
The Gloomy Labours of the Suff ring Moon; 
His Changing Looks, and whence it has the Force 
To agitate the Tides, and rule their Courſe. 
The Riſe of Man, his High Capacious Mind, 
= TY Inferior Talents of the Beſtial Kind : 
| To Perſia then he brought his Numbers down, 
The Preſence-Chamber of the Fav'ring Sun; 
) | He celebrates the Compaſs of her Sway, 


z Vaſt'as his — and the _—__ of Day. 
3 0 crintus 1 

. per ſonat aurara, docuit quæ maximus Atlas. 

i! 8 Ving. En. 1. 
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The Audience owns the Beauty of his Song, 
And Loud Applauſes fill each Thankful Tongue, 
Rais'd by the Gentle Magic of his Lay, | 
They in New Talk delude the Longſome Day ; 
Till to the Chambers of the Deep, the Sun 
Retiring, bid them part, and ſeck their own. = 


4 The Revels in a Gayer Dreſs return + 
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ning 
[Morn, 


Ts US they repos d "ill with the Wak nin 


And each advancing Day's Auſpicious Light, 
Opens a Brighter Field of New Delight ; 
There, in a Wild of Pleaſures, they might ſtray, 


The Field was as long and wide, and flow'ry was the 
[ Way. 


Heav'n was all Smiles, and all Above wa ſen, 
Like their own God, unclouded, and Serene : 
The Monarch's Bliſs alone was daſh'd with Care, 
By a ſad Glance of ſome ill-omen -omen'd Star : 

The Monarchs Bliſs is oft Imperfe& too, 

And tainted with a Chilling Blaſt of Woe ; 
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Not all his Triumphs can elude the Pain, 

Or elevate the Prince above the Man: 
Not alt the Sparkling Treaſures of the Ef, 

| Can eaſe the Sickneſs of an Anxious Breaſt ; 
Sometimes the Royal Soul will draw a Sigh, 
When Flatt ring Crowds falute Him DE 1 v. 


From tlie Same Hand the Court this Evil feels, 
That gave Mankind its Complement of Ils: 

The Publick Joy was check d by 7 aſbri's Pride, 

The Woman caſt a Gloom on All beſide. | 

The Flying Bowl had given Ferxes Fire, 

And wak'd a Spark of Amorous Deſire: 

Yaſot?s Bright Image to his Mind return'd, 

Such as She was, when firſt the Lover burn'd. 

Well the Chaſte Rigor of the Law He knew, 


Which fereens their Beauties from the Common 
„ 


And, leſt She raiſe a Forcign Guilty ame, 
That none but Eunuchs See, and Guard the Dame. 
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But now the Freeer, Jovial Hours invite, 
To take a Brimming Draught of full Delight; 
And his Diſpenſing Will, his Orders join, 

| To ſoften the too Virtuous Diſcipline ; 


To bleſs their Eyes with her Accompliſh'd Form, 
Now ev'ry Pow'r, and ev'ry Senſe is warm. 


He call'd the Maſters of the Eunuch Train, 
And ſent them to convey the Beauteous Queen. 
She with Diſdain the Royal Meſſage took, 
| Chid the Bold Slaves, and redden'd as She ſpoke : 


FJ The Sea was Deaf to his Command ; and She 


Was Loud and Deaf, as was the angry Sea. 

This ſtruck th' Aſſembly with a Deep Surprize, 
Waiting her flow Approach with Longing Eyes; 
The Wrathful Sultan's Changing Viſage ſhow'd 

| Thoſe Warring Hints, that in his Boſom glow'd ; 
Pale Indignation now © 'erſpread his Cheek, 
And ftrait a Bluſh of Love began to break ; 
Thro' 
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Thro' all the Seats a Gen ral Murmur ran 
When thus in Haſty Accents He began. 


Shall I. who trample on the Necks of Kings; | 


I, at whoſe Feet the World her Sceptre flings ; 


At Home, a Tyrant She's Dominion bear; 


Command the Globe, and bend a Subject here > 


Decide, my Lords, if this be Juſt, or Kind; 


And let your Thoughts inſtruct my dubious Mind. 


Strait from his Seat the Sage NMennic an roſe, 
The Mouth and Eye of the Debating Houle 3 


| Whoſe Shoulders all the Civil Burden bear, 


Another Atlas of a diff rent Sphere ; 
A deep Experience on his Brow appears, 
And awful Wiſdom now grown grey with Years : 


| His Looks a Reverential Silence made 5 E 
And thus, with Grave Regard, the Ancient faid, 


Let 
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Let our Great Emperor for ever live, 
And Juſt Obedience from the World receive. 
[ always deem d, till this Amazing Day, 
That Ferxes bore an Univerſal Sway; 
That the Great Iron-Rolls of Fate contain'd 
No Laws more Sacred than his Firm Command. 
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And now, my Lords, You Fourſcore Winters read, 


In all this Snow that chills my Aged Head : 
But, that a Woman, that his Empreſs too, 
| Whoſe Honours to his Hand their Being owe, 
Should be the Firſt that dares diſpute his Word, | 

Limit his Empire, and diſclaim her Lord; 
Js a Rebellion ominouſly New, i 

Caſts an Ill Af pe& both on Him and Lou: 

*Twill form a welcome Standard to your Wives, 
To Copy out the Pattern Vaſoti gives; 
Uſurping Female Rule will bear away 

The Native Privilege of Manly Sway. 


C 


It 


But to a Worthier delegate her Throne ; 


And no Romantic Airs of Female —— 
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It well becomes the Policy of Kings, 


To check a growing Miſchief, while it ſprings : 
Let Haughty Vaſbri be chaſtiz d in Time, Ar 
And know her Puniſhment, who knows her Crime; III 
No longer this Ill-fated Empreſs own, 


So ſhall the Perſian Nuptial State, ſecure, 
Upon its Proper Baſis ſtill endure : 


Invert all Rule, and make the Wife Preſide; : 18 
: But each Enlighten'd Spouſe confine her Sway, | 
And learn her Proper Leſſon, to Obey. 


| Ferxes the Prudent Overture approv'd, 
Proclaim'd the Fact, and / abr f was remov'd. 


80 when the New- born Morning s Faireſt Son * 
Loſt his Obedience firſt, He loſt his Throne; 
From Virtue fall n, from Heav'n He ruin'd down, 


Swift as that Lightning He would make his own. 


The 
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The Fate of V. TR clos'd the Royal Feaſt, 


And her Diſaſter ſadden d ev'ry Gueſt. 


e; [The Empire now was of a Conſort void, 


\nd Widow'd Terxes wiſh'd a Second Bride. 


Beautiful Seraglio they prepare, 
To tempt his Choice, among the Faireſt Fai air: 
id Parties are diſpatch'd to cull the Flow r 


Pf Perſian Beauty all the Kingdom der. 
The Bright Collection ſoon to Shiſtan came, 


zut Young Hadaſſab prov'd his Only Flame: 
Hadaſſab, of the Fewiſh Lineage ſprung, 


\nd drain'd the Quiver of an angry God: 


| 
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en, that the Throne a Succeſſor might find, 
Of Equal Charms, but of a Lovelier Mind; 


arraſs' d with Babel's Yoke, and all the Woes 
at Slaves can bear, or Tyrant Rage impoſe , 
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The Maid was Eſther, in her Native Tongue. 
That Hapleſs Race in ria long abode, | 


Till 
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Till Cyrres view d them with a pitying Eye, T 
And ſet them from their yielding Maſters free : | F. 
Cyrus, whoſe Virtues none can juſtly ſing, 

The Perfect Model of a Finiſh'd King: 

| Whom ANNE alone is deſtin' d to excel, N. 


In Living, Ruling, and i in Conqu' ring well; 


| With ſach well- -temper r'd Wrath her oo s em- III 
| _ [ploy dat 
The Vanquiſh'd thinks he's on the Victor Side: Re 
Heav'n leaves his Bolts in her Deputed Hand, 
And knows She'll deal them with a God's Com fe 


[mand 


BY 


The Reſcu'd People Ezra ſoon recals, 

To their Lov'd Sion, and their Ancient Walls; 
But ſome looſe Reliques of the Hebreto Kind, 
Charm'd by the Smiles of Cyrus, ſtay'd behind : 
Their Lot Hadaſſab ſhares : ; Her Farents were, 
| But now She finds them 1 in an Uncle's Care ; 

Helpleſs, alone, of ev'ry Friend depriv d, 
But ev'ry Friend in Mordecai ſurviv'd. 
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The tender Orphan never felt the Loſs, 
For Mordecai was all her Mother was. 


Hadaſſah all the Heights of Woman ſhows, 
None of their Faults , but all their Beauties 
xnows: 
— {Thoſe ſcatter'd 4 Gizces, which the Beſt — 
2 Aſſembl'd and improv'd, in Her reſide : 
Reverſe to Vaſbti in her Whiter Soul, 
Were ev'ry Virtue reigns without Controul. 
7 Her Perſon heighten'd with a Nobler Air, 
Which breath'd from Conſcious Merit living there; 
Superior too in Harmony of Form, . 
All over one entire diſtinguiſh'd Charm: 
Her Body, fragrant as the Riſing Day, 
Was made ſome Nameleſs, ſome Uncommon Way, 
Of Something finer than the fineſt Clay: 
Such as Deſcending Cherubs ſeem to wear, 


[When with a Saint in Viſions they confer, 
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"mM theſe Embelliſhments were but deſign'd 
Foils to the Luſtre of a Fairer Mind: 
So Golden Fruits in Silver Pictures lye, 
And glow with Bolder Life upon the Eye. 
Celeſtial Love each gentle Movement ſways, 
| And its ſoft Biaſs all the Frame obeys : | 
The Truth and Purity, and Calm Deſire, 
Ever attend, and ever fan the Fire. 
She all the Turns of Varying Fortune prov 2 
To no Extreams irregularly mov'd; TP 
| Receiv'd the Sun-ſhine, and the gi of Fate, | 


Severely Fortunate, and Humbly Great : 0 | 
She all the Arts of Speech compleatly knew, 
And, what was more, the Arts of Silence too. = 
With all theſe Ornaments divinely grac'd, I 
The Maid Was in the wond'ring Circle plac'd, 5 l 


To celebrate the Ceremonial Lear, 
With Sacred Odours, and with Oyl of Myrhe. |} 
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| Sev'n Damſels follow'd each preſumptive Queen, 

And Ejiber had the fame attending Train. 

Often Kind Mordecai to Court repair d, 

And oft enquir'd about his Beauteous Ward ; 

But us'd the niceſt Caution none ſhould trace 

|| Her ſtrange Religion, and her Hebrew Race, 
That all the Pow'r She gain'd, the Maid might 

1 ule 

For her own Altars, and her Kindred Jews. 


The Solemn Rites accompliſh'd, all the Fair, 
As Rivals, for the Royal Choice appear; 
Each Nymph, with borrow'd Helps, and Rich Array, 


* Strove with each N yu ph, and f. * for the 


[Pay ; 
' While Artleſs Eſtber, "midſt the Vieing Maids, 


1 Natively Charming, ſcorn'd thoſe Foreign Aids: 
And when the Virgin ſtood before the Throne, 
| Immortal Youth « o'er all her Perſon ſhone, 


-Þ * * 
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Tho Lively Honours Higheſt Bloom ſupplies, 


Glow in her Checks, and beam around her Eyes. 


Soon as She entred, She was more than Queen, 
And one Victorious Look enſur'd her Reign: 

To ſo much Worth with ſo much Beauty j join d, 
Of Right belong'd the Empire of - Mankind. 
Aerxes reſign'd his Globe with Pleaſure there, 
Great in his World, but Greater far in Her. 5 


Yet ſtill obſervant of her Uncle's Word, 
As if her Uncle ſtill had been her Lord; 
She never broke the Secret, who She was, 
The Guardian Angel of the Fewiſb Cauſe. 
So over ev ry Mortal, ev ry Land, 
Behind the Scenes thoſe aiding Spirits ſtand, 


Each Patron unperceiw d, unſeen each Guiding 
[Hand. 3 


The 
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I! he deſtin'd Nuptials bring a Second Feaſt, 
And their paſt Joys revive in ev'ry Breaſt. 

But firſt the Stars are by the Magi view'd, 

The Stars ſay all that's Happy, all that's Good. 

Their Tutelary Sun above diſplays, 

- Peculiar Smiles and more delightful Rays. 

Unuſual Splendor fills th* exulting Court; 
There all the Young, and all the Gay reſort. 


They the Great Couple to the Temple lead, 
And all the Sacred Way with Carpets ſpread; 


| And all the Sacred Way with Flow'rs they ſtrow, | 
0 Greeting the Royal Pair with many a tender Vow, 


"W In Ecchoes, and in Thunder Heav' n replies, 


Lo ! Now their Hands are join'd, the Hymens ring, 
And crown'd with Holy Wreaths the Magi Sing. 
The People lift their Voices to the Skies, 


And a Right-Hlanded Clap gives its Auſpicious 
(Nolle. 4 


The 
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The well-known Harp, by Great Admet ha ſtrung, 
Softly begins the Matrimonial Song, 
He bodes to Perſia all She can deſire, 
And ſounds the Bleſſing on his chearful Lyre: 
I A Golden Series of the brighteſt Years, 
f A Pomp of greater Months adarns his Verſe. 
Then all prepare for Scenes of new Delight, 


While Trumpets cloſe the Day, and Maſks abridge 
” [the Night, 
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H- Heroick Soul, amidſt its Bliſs or Woe , 


4 Is never ſwel Pd too high, nor ſunk too low; 3 
| Stands, like its Origin, above the Skies, 
— | Ever the ſame Great Self, ſedately Wiſe 1 
Collected and prepar'd in ev'ry Stage, 
To ſcorn a Courting World, or bear its Rage. 
| Thus the Queen's Breaſt her Private Virtues fill, 
_ | And Eſther, tho in Robes, is Efber till. 
10 | Well to the Godlike Empreſs was it known, 
5 | | Many can have, but Few can wear a Crown. 
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The Joys her Palace added, were the Pow'r 
Of acting nobler Things, and giving more; 
But the ju Progreſs of a Noble Mind, 


Is to be Grateful firſt, and then be Kind : 


The firſt beſt Object of her gen'rous Eye, 
Was her Old Guardian, Truſty Mordecai : 
She painted to the King his high Deſert, 
His Prudence, Secrecy, and Faithful Heart : 
And gain'd the Signet of her willing Lord, 


Jo place him o'er his Chamber and his Board. 


Mordecai on in Shuſban humbly liva, 


Of all his Patrimonial Wealth bereav'd : 
Juden ſerv'd a Maſter not her own, 


No Soil was F aithful to its Antient Stone; 


Babel's encroaching Fury did the Wrong, 


Born to confound her State, as well as Ton gue. 


Embarraſs d their Demeſnes, transfer d their Lands, 
From ew 'ry Native Lord to Foreign Hands: 


Mordecaj 
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Mordecai ſhar d his Countreys Common Woes, 
| His ripen d Autumn for another roſe; 

Vet what thin jurious Spoiler's Hand deny ' d, 
With Induſtry and Eaſe his own ſupplyd: 
Was, tho' depreſt in Life, from Envy pure, 
Honeſtly Mean, and laudably Obſcure. 

Till kind Hadaſſab with a Smiling Ray, 
 Open'd his Shade, and call'd him to the Day; 


| Planted his Vertues in a fairer Light, 


And made his Fortunes, as his Merits, bright. 


So when the mellowing Sun's myſterious Pow'r, 
Forms in the Mine a Rich Metallic Oar : 
Deep in its Secret Bed the Treaſure lies, 
Nor heals our Loſſes, nor improves our Joys: 
bk Uſeleſs, tho intrinſically Good, 
| Till by more Eyes, than that of Hawes v view'd : 
But when produc d, and deſtin d once to Grace, ? 


The Royal Image of a Monarch's Face, 
It Charms each Heart, and Bleſſes e ev'ry Place. 
A. ordecai 
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Would not betray his God to ſerve a Turn, 
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Mordecai had the hidden Circle run, 


Ofev'ry Grace, and ſettled Heav'n his own : 
. His diſtant Orb of private Virtue fill'd, 
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From all but Angels, and ſuch Friendsconceal'd. 


Ne er thought it worth his Conſcience to be Great, 
Tho' changing That, he might have chang'd his State. 


The Love of Salem was his only Pride, 
Not the Religion of the Reigning {ide : 


In his own Cauſe was regularly warm, 


And hated, on Occaſion, to conform: 


But made the thriving Villany his Scorn. 
Could not Intrigue and Flatter for a Place, 
Or Diſcipline to Lies a pra&is'd Face: 
Devoid of Art, and careleſs to Refine, 


in the ſtraight Limits of his narrow Sphere, 
The Indigent ftill found his Friendly Care: 


He look'd, he ſpoke, he liv'd without Deſign. 


And 
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And now advanc'd, he ſtudied to be ſeen 
Obliging more, and with a better Mien. 

But Envy ever haunts Deſert in Power, 

Will often leer aſkew upon its Store, 

And like a Harpy, taint, if not devour. 
Bigt ban and Tereſb ſaw with deep Regret, 

A Novice flouriſh in their Rightful Seat. 

From Antient Services they now commence 

An eafier Title, and more juſt Pretence. 

Barr'd of their Hopes, with mad Ambition ſtung, 
They ſoon refolv'd on Vengeance for the Wrong. 
Drive their Reſentments on the Royal Head, 
And make the Maſter for the Servant Bleed. 

TY Abortive Plot had met a full Succeſs, 

Had they been more Diſcreet, or he been leſs. 
Silent as Death, that Death themſelves prepare, 
Traitors ſhould move, and dark as Midnight Air: 
If the leaſt Day break in upon the Scheme, 

It Dies, and paſſes as a gliding Dream : 
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But with a vow'd Revenge Careers away. 


So Hell born Spirits roam in depth of Night, 
And ſkim away before the dawning Light. 
Mordecai, wakeful as he was, betray'd 


What the too ſanguine Wretches faintly faid : _ 
By its own Shine the Glow-Worm Project kill d, 


And to Hadaſſab all the Scene reveal'd. 


Both to the King his coming Fate unfold, 
The Crime was puniſh'd, and the Plot enroll'd ; 


The Annals of the Perſian Story tell, 

How Bigt han periſh'd, and how Tereſb fell; 
What was from Terres, and from Perfia due, 
To him who Terxes ſav'd, and Perſia too > 


So when the Feather'd 2 of the Air, 


Whoſe Pounce and Thunder, and whoſe Eyes the“ 


(Light'ning bear ; 
Has from a PO TIES Vulture ſnatch'd the Prey, 
The baffled Fowl allows his Sacred Sway, 0 
Murmurs| 


2 
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Murmurs aloof, and in the Glade repines, 
Then in ſome Covert broods his black Deſigns : 
Hovers around the Court with Felon Wings, 


| And near the Court the treach'rous Ruin brings : 


Often by Night the fable Welkin ſcours, 
And with Intrigue ſupplies his want of Force : 


| Til the ſharp Ken of ſome more Loyal Bird, _ 


the 


mirs! 


Opens the Treaſon, and redeems his Lord: 
Strait by a juſt Decree the Rebel Dies, 


And ſubſtitutes himſelf the juſter Sacrifice. 


But now the Balance turns, and when the Crown 
Was ſkreen'd from Ruin, he approach'd his own. 


He and his guiltleſs Brethren doom'd to Die, 
Victims to Haman's vengeful Cruelty. 

Ev'n now aloft the ſtormy Cloud proceeds, 
And nearly threatens their devoted Heads. 
Each Hebrew had the fatal Havock ſhar 'd, 

Had not ſome gen Tous Angel been their Guard. 


. Like 
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Like him, who on the Plains of Goſben roſe, 
And turn'd the Edge of Slaughter on their Foes, 


 Haman's Addreſs, his Stars, and ſomething more, 
Had plac'd him foremoſt in the Chace of Pow'r : 
Thro' various rugged Paths had forc'd his Way, 
And from diſputing Courtiers won the Day. 
A Maſter-Stroke of Cunning topp'd his Part, 
And Breach of Honeſty was fill'd by Art: 
Of mean Originals the Meteor ſprung, 
Only a glitt'ring Cloud, nor glitt ring long. 

For Lęad ſometimes will bear a nobler Oar, 
And baſer Mold improve into a Flow'r. 
Haman had now engroſs d the Royal Ear, 

Another Xerxes govern'd in the Peer. 

The Reins of State were left in Hamam Hand, 
And all his God could ſee, was his Command. 
To the great Idol all the Palace bow'd, 

And Kings were Happy that could gain a Nod, 


For 
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For him a Fry of craving Bards w6lild tire, 
With many a painful Thrumb the drudging Lyre. 
For him the Curious oft would plod the Sky, 


And each new World was Hamaii's Property. 


Himſelf in Conſtellation ſparkled there, 


And Haman hung with Honour iti a Star. 


| He was the Muſe invok'd by ev'ty Pen, 


For 


Of the projecting, Reas ning, Chyming | ming Train: 
Dub'd by his Heighth of Fabour with the King, 
A Ciitick, Poet, Sage; and e ry Thing, 


They that aſpir d to gain the Fav'tite Side, 


Careſs'd his Vanity, and ſooth'd his Pride. 
For Honour was the Quatry he purſu d, 
And Grandeur was his Firft, his only Good. 


| To compaſs thefe no Engine he would pare, 


But all was Virtue, if it center'd there: 
Would, as the JunQure aſk'd, Embrace or Kill, 
Hug you to Death, or Stab you with a Smile. 

Kl the wild Lengths of Noble Miſchief run, 


| And leave no ſhining Wickedneſs unknown- 
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Demurely o er the Publick Ruins move, 
And Colour ev'ry Step with Publick Love. 


Millions of Tortures in the deepeſt Hell 
The doubly Curſt Ambittous Soul ſhall feel: 
At him ſhall all the Reddeſt Bolts be amm d, 


And the Falſe Patriot ſhall be more than damn'd. | 


Juſt ſo the Prime Apoſtate ſtrove to riſe, 
And all the Prime Apoſtate's Plagues are his : 


On the ſame Views he forms his treach'rous Mind, 


To rend all Nature, and inflame Mankind. 


The Boſom of his Parent-Country fills 
With Diſcord, Fury, and a Glut of Ills : 
Tumult and Faction, Fraud and War MY 
His baleful Equipage, where'er he goes. 
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Thus Haman ſhone, by al the World, ador: 
| But Mordecai the Sacrilege abhor'd ; TA 
| He well the gawdy outſide Pageant bw: 
And ſaw all Miſchief at the inward View ; 333 
Though Great in Purple, ſpy'd; a Villain there z 
A Traitor ſaw i in Ambuſh i in the Peer. 3 
And when each Knee obſequiouſly, bow 5 
| Referv'd the Sacred Homage for his God: 
For Heman, by 1 his blinded Lord's Decree, 
Challeng'd the Honours of a Deity. 


= 9 * NE we 1 5 5 
8 NDS — — Ar - 


es Hired — 


i. 


9 3 — - * * "#, 4 
EF 


— 
—ä ͤ — 


preſs d with the Court of his officious Train, 
He wanted Leiſure to obſerve the Man : 
But when his wond' ring People aſk'd the Cauſe, 
And told him who the bold Recuſant was!: = 
(For Mordecai avow'd he was a Jew, 
J Both in Extriction, and Perſuaſion too ; 7 
| | And that the Great Febovab he adord. 
In;:Worſhip, cou'd admit no Rival Lord. 
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To Haman's juſt Commands he would ſubmit, 


But would not, could not boy at Haman' 8 Feet. ) 


The ſtrange Preſumption mortify'd him more, 
Than all that Incence pleas'd, he took before, 


W hey Captive Souls a Tyrant Paſſion feel, 
They kindle in themſelves a ſecret Hell ; 
Guilt i is its own Avenger, and the Mind 


Preys on its ſelf, that is to Vice reſign d. 


Pride with the Swell i it gives, a Poyſon brin 8, 


And while it Tickles, has a Thouſand Stings. 


With fell Reſentments Haman inly pin'd, 
And Rage and Scorn by turns engroſs his Mind : 


Soon he reſolves the Bloodieft Schemes to form, 
And glut with Slaughter his Avenging Arm. 


J had been a waſte to let his Thunder die, 
On the vile Head of Worthlefs Mordecai: 
His glutton Fury was not to be fill'd, 

Till Hecatombs of all the Race were kill'd : : 
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The Tyrant's future Wiſh is Haman's now, 
Io ſweep the Faction with a ſingle Blow : 
| That the next Heirs of Perſia might not fee, 
The very Ruins of the Feriſb Progeny.. 8 


He opens firſt the Project to the king, | 
And gains the Sanction of th' Imperial Ring: 
Deludes his Maſter with a Specious Tale, 


9 He knew would o'er his eaſy Make meat: 


| Of Boſom Traytors lurking in the State, 

_ Spreading their Rancor 1 in the Royal Seat: _ 
Of F oreign Riſe, that all the Rebel Cauſe, 
Were Foes to Perfia's Gods, and Perfia's Laws. 


| | Th' Impoſtor draws them as a Sett of Men, 


That ſapp'd his Empire, and malign'd his Reign. 


- And Vows, before the Peſt ſhall over-run 


The Common-Weal, he'll Sacrifice his own; 
To the laſt Talent their Deſtruction drive, 
And for each Breathleſs Few a Thouſand give. 
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So ſhould the well-pois'd Orb of Civil Power, 
Revolve with Harmony, and Jarr no more. 


Their Doom was fign'd, and with immediate haſte, 
To ev'ry Corner of the Kingdom paſt : 

All Perſia took it with a ſad Surprize, 

Compaſſion fill'd her Breaſt, and Tears her Eyes. 
While Haman with his Lord the Bowl purſu'd, | 
And wiſh'd that ev'ry Draught was Jewiſh Blood. 


BOOK 


: | And clad in Penal Sackcloth, wept away 
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U T who the Pain thoſe Dying Wretches 
17 [feel, 
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Without a Grief a1 to their's can tell? 
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| To paint the Sorrows of the Trembling Jews, 
An equal Sorrow muſt inſpire the Muſe. ' 
Proſtrate in Aſhes They deſponding lay, 


The bitter Minutes of the Lonely Day. 
Mordeca? > Anguiſh owes its:Riſe to their s, 
He labours with their Sighs, and weeps their Tears. 
1 He was, in all but Pow'r, their Moſes now, 6G! 
Godlike as He of Old, and Gen'rous too: 
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Gloriouſly laviſh of his Soul as He, 
He wiſh'd a Ranſom for the Whole to die; 
Burn'd to ſuſtain the Coming Shock alone, 
And greatly for each Life expend his own. 

In vain : Ev'n now they tread the Dreary Path, 
That leads to Darkneſs and the Vale of Death. 
No View of Safety, no Reprieve is near, 7 
But all Extremes of Horror and Deſpair ; 
_ Till one Enliw ning Beam relieves the Scene, 

And points them out a Reſcue in the Queen. 
On all the Wings of Eager Hope and Fear, 
He flies to Court, and ſends his Mournful Pray'r : 
She takes the Meffage from an Eunuch's Hand, 
Por none but Eunuchs there Admittance gain'd ; 
With pale Amaze the Bloody: Roll n 
And in each Line her own Deſtruction read; 
Saw: a Dive Purple of a Sadder Dye, 


Ready to in he, Fading Royalty. 
Much her own Fate, but more her People's mourns, 
Then, with this Anſwer, the Decree returns. 

= © That 
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That tho: by Law das Death immediate known, 
| © Uncall'd, to dare approach th Imperial Throne; 
* She'd ſooner tiy the Mercy of her Lord, 
Than fall a Hopeleſs Prey to Haman's Sword; 
 * Puſh the laſt Effort to reverſe their Doom. 
| s And fling the Vengeance on its Authors home. 
But firſt a Faſt ſnou d hallow the Deſign, 
| © And Publick Vows atone the Wrath Divine ; 
| © That while their Souls in Pray'r to Heav'n they” 


(ive, 


6 Their Pirying God might file, and bid Lig i 


She ke 


And ſoon the Jews unite their 
TCPray's; 


| The 8 Sounds Jehovah hears ; 
Wing d by Hadaſſal's Sighs, they pierce the Sky, 
Nor obvious Winds defeat them as they fly. 


Soon 


| 
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Soon as the Sun light up the Beamy Morn, 
Sooth'd with-a ſhort Repoſe, her Griefs return, 
Urge on the Gen'rous Queen her Por to try, 
And raiſe again Deſponding Iſrael high: ' 

Anxious She puts her Royal Habit on, 

And goes à Trembling Suppliant to the Throne. 
Purple her Veſt, her Bridal Crown She 1 wears, 
And mingling Gems relieve her Shadowing Hairs': 
An Humble Sweetneſs ſhines thro! all her Mien, 1 


Gracefully mild ; and in her Look was ſeen ; 1 
All the True I of an Unconſcious Queen. x 


He, with Surprize, th advancing Empreſs view'd, 
And by the Noted Sign his Favour ſneu d; 


» Reach'd but his Sceptre with a willing Hand, 


And bid Her That, ant All it ruPd, Command. 


This Kind Aſſurance re- iriſpires her Breaft, RF 


And while her Eyes a 'modeſt Hope confeſt, 
She ſpoke ; defiring that her Lord wou'd grace 
To-morrow's Sun in an Inferior's Place, 


And 
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| And fit contented at his Handmaid's Feaſt ; © 


Begging that Haman be the Second Gueſt: 
With F reedom She'd unboſom then the wha 


And eaſe the Secret that oppreſs'd her Soul. 


Haman with Triumph overheard the with 


5 And ſaw the King conſenting with a Smile: 
7 With Tow' ring Thoughts his Figure He ſurveys, 


Whom Sov' reigns of the 2 were proud to 
[pleaſe ; 
for while the Sub ject· Nations Them ador'd, 


7 They worſhipp'd Him, and He was Real Lord. 
| Scepters, and Dreams of Royal State, are ſtill 


The Bright Ideas that his Fancy fill : 


Pleas d with his New, Imaginary State, 
He flies, his future Honours to relate; 


But, i in the Portal, ſaw the Daring Jew 


Deny thoſe Honours ſtill, he thought his Due : 


'* | Then haſtens Home, with Indignation fir d, 


id 


| And all his Friends th Uncommon Scene admir 4: 
With 


0 - _ 1 — _ 1 = 


For Her's Was but the Copy of His Soul: 
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Wich Rapture how; and then wich Anger took 
The Various News : Till thus Zateſa ſpoke, 
( Zargſſa was 4 Fetiiile Hamm grown; 

Both were it Temper, 28 in Marriage, nage, One: 
What He inclin'd to, She would ne'er controul, 


Reſembling Minds tir Hirtnonious Pair inform d; 


The ſame Averſions ooo d, the fame Affectiofis 
Lam d.) 


« Eref « Gibbet ne# the Royal Houſe, 
© Where Ferrer to his Entertainment goes: 
« Plant it i Proſpect, Fifty Cubits Rg, 
* And finiſh the Regale with Mordecai. 


Strait the whole Cabinet her Project pleas'd, 
And full in View the Dire Machine was rais d. 


Some Hours had paſs d, fitice the departing Suri 


The | 


ie | 


| The Breathing Worlds her Gentle Aid receive, 
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The Queen of Night had Half her Circle trac'd, 


Shedding ſoft Dews and Slumbers as She paſs'd : 


An Azure Veſt, impearl'd with Stars, She wore : 3) 
Ebon her Carr, a Silver Crown She bore ; 


And Darkneſs came behind, and 8 went. 
[before. 


By a ſhort Fit of Death reſtor d to live. 


By Her the Nymph forgets her wak' ning Flames, 


And Peaceful Haman calmly plots in Dreams. 
By Her the Wretched lay aſide their Cares, 


| And Jews. condemn d to die, ſuſpend their Fears. 
| By Her the toiling Swain Repoſe enjoys, 
And with the Greateſt Monarch equal lies. 


Not ſo the Ruler of the Perſian Pow'rs; 


| Wakeful and Sad, He counts the Length'ning Hours; j 
| Unprivileg'd amid his Crowns r 
| The Kind, Myſterious Sweets of Genial Reſt. 


Dark- 
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Darkling He fighs, and tries 3 7 
To foften his Diſquiet into Eaſe : 
8 Then calls aloud a Slave, deny near 
| To guard his Perſon with inceſſant Care; 
= Bids him the Records of the Palace wm 
| Where ev'ry Life's deſcrib'd of ev'ry King. 
To fmooth Him, the deſigning Servant reads 
His own Succeſſes and Illuſtrious Deeds ; | 
Purſues the Story to that Gloomy Page, 
Which Tereſb Spite | relates, and Bigthan's Rage ; 
Where Mordecai i in Fairer Colours ſhines, , 
The Loyal Baffler of their Fell Deſigns. | 
The King, with Senſe of Gratitude inſpir' d, 
What Thanks his Benefactor had, enquir'd. 1. 
Twas anſwer'd, by his own Expreſs Command, 
An Under-Station in the Court he gain Y 
He bluſh'd to find ſo Bright a Merit there, 
: In ſo Unequal, ſo Remote a Sphere : HO 
HE, to whoſe piety Himſelf He ow 4; . 


Depreſs d, and huddl'd with th' Inferior Crowd. 
1 Then 
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Then meditates what Due Returns ſhou'd Crown 
His Life and Fortune, who infur'd his own. 


In this . ng Train of ſilent Thought, i 
The King his paſt Inquietudes forgot: 


And when the Shrill Proclaimer of the Morn 


Publiſt'd in Silver Sounds her glad Return, 
Reſolv'd his Grateful Purpoſe to perſue, 


He ask d, if any wait without; and who? 
| Th Enquiring Slave intriguing Haman ſpies, 
Oft traverſing the Court in thoughtful Guiſe ; 


The Fatal Billet in his Boſom lay, 


| Which fix'd the Deſtiny of Mordecat. 


len 


Directed to approach his Maſter's Bed, 
To the Declining Fav rite thus He Gd, 


© In what Diſtin&ion ſhall the Man appear, 


| © Who may his Sov'teign's Choiceſt Favours wear? 


E 


| Tranſports 
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Tranſported Haman glow'd with Conſcious Joy, 


And form'd in eager Terms this ſwift „ 


Let all the Marks of Royal Honour join, 
* To make Him worthy ſuch Indulgence ſhine. 
Let Him th' Imperial Chariot ſtrait aſcend, : 
* And Princes his Triumphant Wheels attend : 
Let Them the Diadem and Sceptre bring, 
© The Regal Purple, and the Sacred Ring : 
© In all this Pomp of Sov'reign Honours dreſt, 
Let Him proceed amid the Court confeſt ; 


© Uſher'd thro Crowds, with this Superior Praiſe, YT 


> This + is the Man the King delights to grace. 


Io FW] ſays He, this Figure's due: 
And the ſole Conduct we have left to Tov. 


|  Confounded and unmann d, he quits the Place, D 


Then with Regret the harſh Command obeys ; 


Covers | 


, | Book IV. 
| Covers his Head, and funk in Terror, goes,. 


& If; fays his Boding Spouſe, your Rival come 
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His ſad Reverſe of Fortune to diſcloſe. 


2 was alarm'd to ſee Him came, 


Drooping, in this de jected Poſture, Home : 


But when the Mournful Cauſe his Silence told, 
And Conſcious Friends the Tragedy unfold ; 


Of that Curs'd Race, that now expect their Doom; 


* In Their's, You' ve ſeal'd your own: Deſpair, and 


[The Summer-Bow'r was clid with Living Green, ) 
| [Lawrels and Myrtles wove the Shady Scene, 
4[Fidlu's amidſt with Fragrant Jeſſamine, 


[dye ʒ 


| « For He 1 1s Haman now, and You are Mordecai. 


| And now the Noon-tide Breezes ſoftly play, 


And breathe a Coolneſs on the glowing Day; 


The Queen attended in a Summer-Bow'r 
Her Lord, and Haman, at the deſtin'd Hour. 


E 2 The 
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The Feaſt was choſen with the Niceſt Care, 


The beſt that Art could yield, or Nature bear: 
Here ev'ry Labour'd Viand they receive, 
The Poliſh'd Luxury of Courts can give; 
There all the Finer Elegancies pleaſe, - 
The Country pours, and Heay'n alone can drefs, | 
To the Delights in Temp'rate Plenty found, 
The Bowl ſucceeded, and the Wine was crown'd, 
Then erxat firſt addreſs d the Penſive Queen, 
| And ak d the Myſtery, that caus d her Pein. 

| She, all in Tears, explain'd her ſecret Woe, 


| And-thew'd- the Treach'rous Hand that gave: the 
[Blow, 


With Speechleſs Anger, foam bis Spe He rung, 
A Burſt of Paſſion ty d his falt ring Tongue; ' | 
Then walk'd into the Solitary Glade, 5-08 
Ta call the Pow'rs of Reaſon to his Aid, - 

Hama the while, agalt with pale Piſmay, | 
| A . lay x. | 
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When He re- entring, cries, in loud Amaze, 


A Rape attempted here; and to my Face? 


Scarce were the winged Sounds diſmiſs d to Air, 


When Officers advance, and Guards appear. 


The Half-Expiring Criminal they ſeize, 


And with a Sable Kerchief veil his Eyes : 


The Faſhion of the Court requir'd it ſo: 


Their Horror at a Traitor's Face to ſhow : 


And leſt, unworthy of the Day, his Sicht 


| Offend their God, and taint his Sacred Light. 


Band Peers with buſy Thought contrive, + 


Weigaing what Proper Puniſhment to give; 3. 
When Arbon, Leader of the Eunuchry, 1 ; 


Remark'd the Fatal Engine riſing nigh, 


And open'd the Deſign on Mordecai. 


He the Prime Confidence of Haman gain "a, 


4 ior the Fallen Fav'rite's Menial Friend. 


Then Afrxes, more enrag'd © Our Turn was near, 
+ The 
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© The Sweeping Traytor meant Us All a Share ; 
© Profuſe of Death! 'Tis juſt He ſhou'd en joy 
* Th unrivaP'd Uſe of his own Property. 
He ſpoke : And They aloft the Caitiff rear, 
A Prey to all the Tyrants of the Air. 
A Ghaſtly Inflance, what a Change of Fate 
Th' Unthinking Wretch muſt feel, who's only 
is | Great! 


Soon as the Haughty Minion's Fall was known, 
A Gen ral Pleaſure fill'd th Exulting Town : | 
The Happier Jews diſplay d Superior Joy, 
Bleſt with New Life, and ſweeter Liberty. 
A Countermand, which Eftber had procur d, 
Cancell'd the dire Commiſſion of her Lord : 
And gave the Jews diſcretionary Leave, 

Or to do Juſtice on their Foes, or Save. 
Soon as the Day of Maſſacre arriv'd, 

The fell Conſpirators their Doom receiv'd. 
Perſia her ſelf was Jewiſb now, and view'd 
Without a Tear, her Recreant Sons in Blood, 


Tho 
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Th' Avenging Hebrew Sword perſu'd its Rage, 

Till all the Faction felt its baleful Edge: 

Numbers in Bleeding Shuſban met their Fate, . 
And Hamar!'s Race deſtroy'd the Scene compleat. 
Ten Youths of blooming Hopes, and fair Regard 
Were Smote, and their Paternal Gibbet ſhar'd. _ 
Now ſprightly Hallelujahs fill the Sky — 

Of Conqu'rors, join'd in Grateful Jubilee. 


Now Mordecai, exempt from Treach'rous Ills, 
| The Character of Haman brightly fills; 
And Conſecrates the Bleſt Auſpicious Day, 
' Which he allotted for a diff rent Prey : 

For ever Solemn in the Fewiſh Year, 
And Red with Sacred Honours in the Calendar. 
Ferxes with Joy, the World compos'd, ſurveys ; 

The World with Joy the Monarch's Nod obeys. 

| They in his Glory to ſupport their own; = 
| The Wealth and Happineſs of both is one; 


2 Furniſh 
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Furniſh his ebbing Funds, a ſwift Supply, 
Lower'd in Gen'rous Works of Royalty. 

The Golden Eaſt unlocks her ſhining Stores, 

Ang fartheſt Ind her Native Riches pow'rs : 

Tis Noble Gain, whatever's thus beftow'd, 
Oed in * Returns of Common Good. 


Still Mordec ai his Glorious Second Reign d, 
| A Foc to Wrong, to Trutꝭ a ſteady Friend. 
Father of Perſia thro* the Kingdorn nam'd, 

A Patriot, or a preſent God ptoclaim'd. 
By him they daily find their Bliſs i improve, 
And pay his Publick Care with Univerſal Loves 
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